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COVID-19: Ban Fur Farming
Dear Commissioners:

I’m writing to you on behalf of People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals (PETA), our
international affiliates, and our millions of supporters across Europe to urge you to take action
to shut down Europe’s fur farms — starting with mink farms. This life-saving move would
help protect the health of residents and spare countless animals a miserable existence and a
violent death.

Since its emergence more than a year ago, the novel coronavirus has affected the lives of
hundreds of millions of EU citizens. In Europe alone, over half a million people have died
from the disease and many are suffering from long-term consequences of it, such as organ
damage, strokes, or psychological stress.! Urgent and decisive action is therefore needed to
prevent a similar — or even more catastrophic — situation in the future.

Mink farming is of particular concern, because minks harbour infectious zoonotic diseases
and are extremely susceptible to the novel coronavirus.? Scientific studies show that minks as
well as raccoon dogs, who are closely related to foxes,* can act as reservoirs for SARS-CoV-
2.4 A recent report by the European Food Safety Authority and the European Centre for
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Disease Prevention and Control concluded that all mink farms should be seen as at risk of
SARS-CoV-2 infection.’

Since animals on fur farms are forced to live in unhygienic conditions and suffer from chronic
stress and poor health, which can compromise their immune responses, disease can spread
rapidly at such facilities. It therefore comes as little surprise that by January 2021, the virus
had been detected on more than 400 mink farms in the EU and the EEA — including Denmark,
France, Greece, Italy, Lithuania, the Netherlands, Spain, and Sweden.® Most recently, Poland,
the third-largest fur producer in the world, joined the list.” As a result of these and other
outbreaks on mink farms around the world, the Food and Agriculture Organization of the
United Nations, the World Organisation for Animal Health, and the World Health
Organization published a joint global risk assessment on fur farming, which identified a “high
risk of introduction and spread from fur farming of the virus that causes COVID-19”% in the
European region.” SARS-CoV-2 spills over from fur farms into human populations and
carries a high public health risk, as it can mutate when it moves between animal and human
populations. Novel variants of the virus could therefore reduce the effectiveness of vaccines.

The immediate closure of Europe’s fur farms would benefit humans as well as animals. Minks
are intelligent, highly social animals who retain their natural, inquisitive instincts despite
generations of captive breeding. This makes confinement to cramped, barren cages for their
entire lives all the more traumatic for them. Unable to engage in natural behaviour, these
sensitive animals often go mad, and some even mutilate themselves, chewing on their own
legs or tails as a result of the constant psychological and physical torment. PETA and
numerous other animal protection groups have repeatedly documented and exposed this.
What’s more, the killing process — in which animals used for fur are either gassed or anally
electrocuted — causes profound suffering.

The fur industry also gives rise to various ecological problems. Mink farming leads to high
nitrous oxide emissions, eutrophication, and water consumption. Compared with textiles, fur
has a higher impact per kilogram in 17 of 18 environmental categories, including climate
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change and toxic emissions.!? This is concerning not only regarding the environment but also
because, as noted by researchers, “The unsustainable use of natural resources by the mink
industry impedes our response and recovery from the pandemic.”!!

Ms Kyriakides and Mr Lenarci¢, in your respective roles as EU commissioner for health and
EU commissioner for crisis management, you are required to prevent and reduce the risk of
the emergence and spread of mutated pathogens in order to minimise the risk of pandemics
and the threat they pose to the health of EU residents. Mr Wojciechowski, your area of
responsibility includes ensuring the well-being of animals. As such, the only sensible, logical
action is to ban mink farming immediately, with a ban on other types of fur farming to follow
across the European Union, like the one many member states already have in place. Such a
ban would be welcomed by the vast majority of residents, who, according to opinion polls,
want to see this archaic practice consigned to the history books.

I look forward to hearing from you on this important matter.

Best regards,

T o

Harald Ullmann
Vice President PETA Germany
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